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A young mother working in a free trade zone

in Asia or central America rarely has her mother

nearby to help out, and she can't take her child to a

factory. The problems she faces are deeply familiar to

women in the developed world - finding reliable

childcare, coping when the child is sick or has school

holidays - but the picture of how she copes (and the

burden of coping does fall disproportionately on

women) is dramatically more stark, according to
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Heymann's Harvard research project. Places at
workplace nurseries are often limited or nonexistent,
and employment rights, such as decent maternity leave
or leave or a family emergency, are restricted.
Heymann found that of the families they interviewed,
36 per cent admitted they had had to leave young
children at home alone, 39 per cent had left a sick
child at home alone and 27 per cent had left a child in
the care of another child.

Parents described in interviews with
researchers how they had no choice but to leave eight
years olds in charge of their toddler siblings,
sometimes locking them into the home to try to ensure
their safety. But safety is one of the biggest problems
-in half of the families interviewed in Botswana and
Mexico, children had suffered accidents while their

parents were at work.
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What makes the picture all the more bleak is
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that there is a bigger care burden in many developing

countries, which makes the conflict between the

demands of poorly regulated workplaces and care

responsibilities acute. The ratio of children and elderly

to working aged adults in more than 50 per cent higher

than in the developed world and the illness rates are

higher; Aids will hugely aggravate the care burden in

countries across the developing world. Burgeoning

free-trade zones across Asia may well be improving

the material conditions of many millions of families,

but there is and uncounted cost in unmet needs in the

care economy - the routine tasks of having and raising

children, and caring for the sick and the elderly.
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Work-life balance is not just part of the

politics of affluent west; it's part of a global story of

how the organization of economic life is invading ever

more aggressively the processes and relationships of
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care increasingly, in the affluent west and the
developing world, the inflexible demand of long hours
of paid employment are patronized over domestic
responsibilities - leaving a care gap.

The solution in the west is to outsource care
— pay someone else to do it— and that is often is
provided by migrant female labor from the developing
world. So the care gap of the west is resolved at the
cost of exacerbating the care gap of the developing
world.

It is bad enough when a woman has to leave
her children alone to go to work or in a factory for 12
hours a day; it is even worst when a women leave her
children behind for years at a time, using some of her

pay to cover the cost of maid substitute.
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It's a form of asset stripping — though the
asset is not oil or diamond but "care". Alongside
economic inequality emerges the inequality of care. It
's what the American academic Arlie Russel
Hocshchild describes as the "care drain", as the young
woman move to a richer countries to care for young,

sick and elderly. The scale of this care drain is
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projected to grow dramatically; by 2020 the US alone
will be able to absorb the entire world supply of
nurses, a demand in part generated by an increasingly
elderly population.
For the first time in the history, half of all
migrants are women. In some countries, such as Sri
Lanka and Thailand women make up the majority of
all migration. For many of them it is need to earn to
care for their own children that forces them to leave;
the average age of migrant women entering in the US
is 29, an age by which most of them have had children.
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To Hochschild, the family and the traditional

caring roles of women represent the last commodity

frontier'. In the 20th century the model of home and

the wife was idealized as a haven in a heartless world;

this was the one area of life kept separate from the
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principles of competition and efficiency and the
market disciplines of economic life no longer.

Hochschild cites agencies advertising in her home
state of California, such as Rent— A— Mom, which can
undertake any domestic task from childcare to clearing
out closets, sorting family photo albums organizing
birthday parties and spending quality time with elderly

relatives. All for a fee.
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