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In a good diary the more the writer reveals about himself the more we are
interested.
20382 Lkt
Can reveal wonderful surprising and interesting adventure hopes, tears,
reflections and dislikes to nobody.
A good diary does not need to be written in a literary style.
It need not even "Literature" It shall shown the leaving personality of the
diarist.
uj Eé:o.l'/ d/ &b"rd,q»’uf (;”} General Gordon Ul sl
_wdjgé‘furwd/é’{tiué_mu: UHSL G B ity i s
_mJLf;;{J;@u:&qu,,é9@,,é,tuﬁ|AA&A/|V4&/;d}T£étJ;/
William /.‘:’)/7 diC/‘{iLg.f Cissals g:«:fjd; IThe Diary of a Dean
- Lfé Catit LSyt s e ity fl_ Ralph
L AR S g s
U5 (Fllbie gl 5 sL Walter Scolt o 141K # t s
623 L N sl Gsmmtbrect Iuls s 655 U2 it AU
_%wﬂad"lf.uu-y/@w
I have all my life regretted that I did not keep a regular Journal I have my
self lost recollection of much that was interesting and I have deprived my
family and the public of some curious information by not carrying this

resolution into effect.
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H.H. If you people are right, nothing will happen;
but if you people are wrong something will happen to you
within the next three months.
Dr. G. M. Please let me have your address so that I may
write to you at the end of three months.

H. H. Perhaps you will not be able to write.[ £/]
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[1] The more genuine school of Sufism have, no doubt, done good work in

shaping and directing the evolution of religious experience in Islam; but their
latter day representatives, owing to their ignorance of the modern mind, have
become absolutely incapable of receiving any fresh inspiration from modern
thought and experience. They are perpetuating methods which were created for
generations possessing a cultural outlook differing, in important respects, from
our own.

[2] In these lectures I have tried to meet, even though partially, this urgent

demand by attempting to reconstruct Muslim religious philosophy with due

oeruz Sl

A

Khawaja Abdul Waheed



2tz Jsistara eI

regard to the philosophical tradition of Islam and the more recent developments
in the various domains of human knowledge.

[3] The task before the modem Muslim is, therefore, immense. He has to
rethink the whole system of Islam without completely breaking with the
past....... The only course open to us is to approach modern knowledge with a
respectful but independent attitude and to appreciate the teachings of Islam in
the light of that knowledge, even though we may be led to differ from those
who have gone before us.

[4] The truth is that the religious and the scientific processes, though involving
different methods, are identical in their final aim. Both aim at reaching the most
real...... In the domain of science we try to understand its meanings in
reference to the external behaviour of reality; in the domain of religion we take
it as representative of some kind of reality and try to discover its meanings in
reference mainly to the inner nature of that reality. The scientific and the
religious processes are in a sense parallel to each other. Both are really
descriptions of the same world with this difference only that in the scientific
process the ego's stand point is necessarily exclusive, whereas in the religious
process the ego integrates its competing tendencies and develops a single
inclusive attitude resulting in a kind of synthetic transfiguration of his
experiences.

[5] The great point in. christianity is the search for an independent content for
spiritual life which, according to the insight of its founder, could be elevated,
not by the forces of a world external to the soul of man, but by the revelation of
a new world within his soul. Islam fully agrees with this insight and
supplements it by the further insight that the illumination of the new world thus

revealed is not something foreign to the world of matter but permeates it

through and through.
[6] The Absolute Ego, as we have seen, is the whole of Reality. He is not so
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situated as to take a perspective view of an alien universe; consequently, the
phases of His life are wholly determined from within.
[7] It is the lot of man to share in the deeper aspirations of the universe around
him and to shape his own destiny as well as that of the universe, now by
adjusting himself to its forces, now by putting the whole of his energy to mould
its forces to his own ends and ,purposes. And in this process of progressive
change God becomes a co-worker with him, provided man takes the initiative.
[8] The truth is that among the Muslim nations of. To-day, Turkey alone has
shaken off its dogmatic slumber, and attained to self-consciousness. She alone
has claimed her right of intellectual freedom; she alone has passed from the
ideal to the real - a transition which entails keen intellectual and moral struggle.
To her the growing complexities of a mobile and broadening life are sure to
bring new situations suggesting new points of view, and necessitating fresh
interpretations of principles which are only of an academic interest to a people
who have never experienced the joy of spiritual expansion.
[9] Shari'at values (Ahkam) resulting from this application (e. g; rules relating
to penalties for crimes) are in a sense specific to that people; and, since their
observance is not an end in itself, they cannot be strictly enforced in the case of
future generations.
[10] In the third period (of religious life) metaphysics is displaced by
psychology and religious life develops the ambission to come into direct contact
with the ultimate Reality.
[11] The interests of truth require that we must abandon our present attitude. I t
does not matter in the least if the religious attitude is originally determined by
some kind of physiological disorder. George Fox may be a neurotic; but who
can deny his purifying power in England's religious life of his day? Muhammad,
we are told, was a psychopath. Well, if a psychopath has the power to give a

fresh direction to the course of human history, it is a point of the highest
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psychological interest to search his original experience which has turned slaves
into leaders of men, and has inspired the conduct and shaped the career of
whole races of mankind. Judging from the various types of activity that
emanated from the movement initiated by the Prophet of Islam, his spiritual
tension and the kind of behaviour which issued from it, cannot be regarded as a
response to a mere fantasy inside his brain. It is impossible to understand it
except as a response to an objective situation generative of new enthusiasms,
new organizations, new starting-points. If we look at the matter from the
standpoint of anthropology it appears that a psychopath is an important factor in
the economy of humanity's social organization. His way is not to classify facts
and discover causes: he thinks in terms of life and movement with a view to
create new patterns of behaviour for mankind. No doubt he has his pitfalls and
illusions just as the scientist who relies on sense-experience has his pitfalls and
illusions. A careful study of his method, however, shows that he is not less alert
than the scientist in the matter of eliminating the alloy of illusion from his
experience.

The question for us outsiders is to find out an effective method of inquiry into
the nature and significance of this extraordinary experience.

[12] This is missing the whole point of higher religious life. Sexual
self-restraint is only a preliminary stage in the ego's evolution. The ultimate
purpose of religious life is to make this evolution move in a direction far more
important to the destiny of the ego than the moral health of the social fabric
which forms his present environment. The basic perception from which
religious life moves forward is the present slender unity of the ego, his liability
to dissolution, his amenability to reformation and the capacity for an ampler
freedom to create new situations in known and unknown environments. In view
of this fundamental perception higher religious life fixes its gaze on experiences

symbolic of those subtle movements of Reality which seriously affect the
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destiny of the ego as a possibly permanent element in the constitution of
Reality.

[13] Whatever may be the psychological ground of the distinctions made in this
passage it gives us at least some idea of a whole universe of inner experience as
seen by a great reformer of Islamic Sufism.

[14] However, according to the teaching of the Qur'an the ego's re-emergence
brings him a 'sharp sight' (50:22) whereby he clearly sees his self-built fate
fastened round his neck.' Heaven and Hell are states, not localities. Their
descriptions in the Qur'an are visual representations of an inner fact, i.e.
character. Hell, in the words of the Qur'an, is 'God's kindled fire which mounts
above the hearts-the painful realization of one's failure as a man. Heaven is the
joy of triumph over the forces of disintegration. There is no such thing as
eternal damnation in Islam. The word 'eternity' used in certain verses, relating to
Hell, is explained by the Qur'an itself to mean only a period of time (78: 23).
Time cannot be wholly irrelevant to the development of personality. Character
tends to become permanent; its reshaping must require time. Hell, therefore, as
conceived by the Qur'an, is not a pit of everlasting torture inflicted by a
revengeful God; it is a corrective experience which may make a hardened ego
once more sensitive to the living breeze of Divine Grace. Nor is Heaven a
holiday. Life is one and continuous. Man marches always onward to receive
ever fresh illuminations from an Infinite Reality which 'every moment appears
in a new glory'. And the recipient of Divine illumination is not merely a passive
recipient. Every act of a free ego creates a new situation, and thus offers further
opportunities of creative unfolding.

[15] The state of Barzakh, therefore, does not seem to be merely a passive state
of expectation; it is a state in which the ego catches a glimpse of fresh aspects
of Reality, and prepares himself for adjustment to these aspects. It must be a

state of great psychic unhingement, especially in the case of full-grown egos
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who have naturally developed fixed modes of operation on a specific
spatio-temporal order, and may mean dissolution to less fortunate ones.
However, the ego must continue to struggle until he is able to gather himself
up, and win his resurrection. The resurrection, therefore, is not an external
event. It is the consummation of a life-process within the ego. Whether
individual or universal it is nothing more than a kind of stock-taking of the
ego's past achievements and his future possibilities. The Qur'an argues the
phenomenon of reemergence of the ego on the analogy of his first emergence:
[16] Igbal has drunk deep of European literature, his philosophy owes
much to Nietzsche and Bergson, and his poetry often reminds us of Sheeley: yet
he thinks and feels as a Moslem, and just for this reason his influence may be
great. He is a religious enthusiast, inspired by the vision of a New Mecca, a
world-wide, theocratic, Utopian state.
[17] The cry "Back to the Koran! Back to Mohammed! has been heard
before, and the responses have hitherto been somewhat discouraging. But on
this occasion it is allied with the revolutionary force of Western philosophy,
which Igbal hopes and believes will vitalise the movement and ensure its
triumph. He sees that Hindu intellectualism and Islamic pantheism have
destroyed the capacity for action, based on scientific observation and
interpretation of phenomena, which distinguishes the Western peoples "and
especially the English." Now, this capacity depends ultimately on the conviction
that khudf (selthood, individuality, personality) is real and is not merely an
illusion of the mind. Igbal, therefore, throws himself with all his might against
idealistic philosophers and pseudo-mystical poets, the authors, in his opinion,
of the decay prevailing in Islam, and argues that only by self-affirmation,
self-expression, and self-development can the Moslems once more become
strong and free.

[18] Other questions of a more fundamental character have been solved for me
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by the author himself. At my request he drew up a statement of his
philosophical views on the problems touched and suggested in the book. I will
give it in his own words as nearly as possible.

[19] "The Philosophical, Basic of The Asrar-I Khudi. The test of reality, in his
opinion, is all-inclusiveness; and since all finiteness is 'infected with relativity,'
it follows that the latter is a mere illusion. To my mind, this inexplicable finite
centre of experience is the fundamental fact of the universe. All life is
individual; there is no such thing as universal life. God himself is an individual:
He is the most unique individual. The universe, as Dr. McTaggart says, is an
association of individuals; but we must add that the orderliness and adjustment
which we find in this association is not eternally achieved and complete in
itself.

[20] Thus the universe is not a completed act: it is still in the course of
formation. There can be no complete truth about the universe, for the universe
has not yet become 'whole.' The process of creation is still going on, and man
too takes his share in it, inasmuch as he helps to bring order into at least a
portion of, the chaos. The Koran indicates the possibility of other creators than
God.

"Obviously, this view of man and the, universe is opposed to that of the English
Neo-Hegelians as well as to all forms of pantheistic Sufism which regard
absorption in a universal life or soul as the final aim and salvation of man. The
moral and religious ideal of man is not self-negation but self-affirmation, and he
attains to this ideal by becoming more and more individual, more and more
unique. The Prophet said, 'Takhallaqu bi-akhldq Alla' 'Create in yourselves the
attributes of, God.' Thus man becomes unique by becoming more and more like
the most unique Individual. What then is life 1 It is individual: its highest form,
so far, is the Ego (I(hudl) in which the individual becomes a self-contained

exclusive centre. Physically as well as spiritually man is a self-contained centre,
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but he is not yet a complete individual. The greater his distance from God, the
less his individuality. He who comes nearest to God is the mpletest person. Not
that he is finally absorbed in God. On the, contrary, he absorbs God into
himself.
[21] Life is a forward assimilative movement. It removes all obstructions in its
march by assimilating them. Its essence is the continual creation of desires and
ideals, and for the purpose of its preservation and expansion it has invented or
developed out of itself certain instruments, e.g. senses, Intellect, etc., which
help it to assimilate obstructions. The greatest obstacle in the way of life is
matter, Nature; yet Nature is not evil, since it enables the inner powers of life to
unfold themselves.
"The Ego attains to freedom by the removal of all obstructions in its way. It is
partly free, partly determined, and reaches fuller freedom by approaching the
Individual who is most free God. In one word, life is an endavour for freedom.
[22] In man the centre of life becomes an Ego or Person. Personality is a state
of tension and can continue only if that state is maintained. If the state of
tension is not maintained, relaxation will ensue. Since personality, or the state
of tension, is the most valuable achievement of man, he should see that he does
not revert to a state of relaxation. That which tends to maintain the state of
tension tends to make us immortal. Thus the idea of personality gives us a
standard of value: it settles the problem of good and evil. That which fortifies
personality is good, that which weakens it is bad. Art,1 religion, and ethics 2
must be judged from the standpoint of personality. My criticism of Plato 8 is
directed against those philosophical systems which hold up death rather than
life as their ideal systems which ignore the greatest obstruction to life, namely,
matter, and teach us to run away from it instead of absorbing it.
[23] Transl. 1. 673 foil. In a note on our Prophet's criticism of contemporary

Arabian poetry" (1'he 1YtiC Era, 1916, p. 251) Igbal writes: The ultimate end of
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all human activity is Life-glorious. powerful, exuberant. All human art must be
subordinated to this final purpose. and the value of everything must be
determined in reference to its life-yielding capacity. The highest art is that
which awakens our dormant will-force and nerves us to face the trials of life
manfully. All that brings drowsiness and makes us shut our eyes to Reality
around, on the mastery of which alone Life depends, is a message decay and
death here should be no opium-eating. In Art. The dogma of --- for the sake of
Art IS a clever invention of decadence to cheat us out of life and power."

[24] Buddhism, Persian Sufism, and allied forms of ethics will not serve our
purpose. But they are not wholly useless, because after periods of great activity
we need opiates, narcotics, for some time. These forms of thought and action
are like nights in the days of life. Thus, if our activity is directed towards the
maintenance of a state of tension, the shock of death is not likely to affect it.
After death there may be an interval of relaxation, as the Koran speaks of a
barzakh, or intermediate state, which lasts until the Day of Resurrection. Only
those Egos will survive this state of relaxation who have taken good care during
the present life. Although life abhors repetition in its evolution, yet on
Bergson's principles the resurrection of the body too, as Wildon Carr says, is
quite possible. By breaking up time into moments we spatialise it and then find
difficulty in getting over it. The true nature of time is reached when we look
into our deeper self. 2 Real time is life itself, which can preserve itself by
maintaining that particular state of tension (personality) which it has so far
achieved. We are subject to time so long as we look upon time as something
spatial. Specialised time is a fetter which life has forged for itself in order to
assimilate the present environment. In reality we are timeless, and it is possible
to realize our timelessness even in this life. This revelation, however, can be
momentary only.

[25] THE EDUCATION OF THE EGO "The Ego is fortified by love (‘ishq).
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This word is used in a very wide sense and means the desire to assimilate, to
absorb. Its highest form is the creation of values and ideals and the endeavour
to realize them. Love individualizes the lover as well as the beloved. The effort
to realize the most unique individuality individualises the seeker and implies
the individuality of the sought, for nothing else would satisfy the nature of the
seeker.
[26] "In another part of the poem 2 I have' hinted at the general principles of
Moslem ethics and have tried to reveal their meaning in connexion with the
idea of personality. The Ego in its movement towards uniqueness has to pass
through three stages:
(a) Obedience to the Law.
(b) Self-control, which is the highest
form of self-consciousness or Ego-hood.1
(c) Divine vicegerency.2
"This (divine vicegerency, niyabat-i ildltt) is. the third and last stage of human
development on earth. The nd'ib (vicegerent) is the vicegerent of God on earth.
He is the completes. Ego, the goal of humanity, the acme of life both in mind
and body; in him the discord of our mental life becomes a harmony. The
highest power is united in him with the highest know ledge. In his life, thought
and action, instinct and reason, become one. He is the last fruit of the tree of
humanity, and all the trials of a painful evolution are justified because he is to
come at the end. He is the real ruler of man kind; his kingdom is the kingdom
of God on earth. Out of the richness of his nature he lavishes the wealth of life
II on others, and brings them nearer and nearer to himself. The more we
advance in evolution, the nearer we get to him. In approaching him we are
raising our selves in the scale of life; The development of humanity both in
mind and body is a condition precedent to his birth. For the present he is a mere

ideal; but the evolution of humanity is tending towards the production of an
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ideal race of more or less unique individuals who will become his fitting
parents. Thus the Kingdom of God on earth means the democracy of more or
less unique individuals, presided over by the most unique individual possible, I
on this earth. Nietzsche had a glimpse of this ideal race, but his atheism and
aristocratic prejudices marred his whole conception.
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Metaphysic is displaced by pcychology and religious life develops the

ambission to come into direct contact with the ultimate reality.
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