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"Al-Ghazali has sometimes been acclaimed in both East and

West as the greatest Muslim after Muhammad and he is by no
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means unworthy of that dignity. His greatness rests above all on
two things: (1) He was the leader in Islam's supreme encounter
with Greek philosophy - that encounter from which Islamic
theology emerged victorious and enriched; and in which Arabic
Neoplatonism received a blow from which it did not recover. (2)
He brought orthodoxy and mysticism into closer contact; the
orthodox theologians still went their own way, and so did the
mystics, but the theologians became more ready to accept the
mystics as respectable, while the mystics were more careful to
remain within the bounds of orthodoxy (Intro. pp. 14-15).
Islam is now wrestling with Western thought as it once wrestled
with Greek philosophy, and is as much in need as it was then of a
'revival of the religious sciences'. Deep study of al-Ghazali may
suggest to Muslims steps to be taken if they are to deal
successfully with the contemporary situation. (ibid. p.15)
St PG U sl A B et e A e
W22 KB 2 i U S GO A st Gt d e
JE P Sy S L o di s S5 G 25
S n L KL 13
"The heretics in our times have heard the awe inspiring names of
people like Socrates, Hippocrates, Plato, Aristotle efc. They have
been deceived by the exaggerations made by the followers of
these philosophers - exaggerations to the effect that the ancient
masters possessed extraordinary intellectual powers: that the

principles they have discovered are unquestionable: that the
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mathematical, logical, physical and metaphysical sciences
developed by them are the most profound: that their excellent
intelligence justifies their bold attempts to discover the Hidden
Things by deductive method; and that with all the subtlety of their
intelligence and the originality of their accomplishments they
repudiated the authority of religious law denied the validity of the
teachings of religions, and believed that all such things are only
sanctimonious lies and trivialities"
£ e U b brtatatzs o S I e UBINL B U
ﬂa%’dj@ﬂfa%ﬁu.’,@/'utwug"K@’)/“d//ﬁfi://'”réiflﬁuﬁ,}/qﬂ’éu'

< o
pAg Elevation of philosophers above the status of even
prophets due to their purported intellectual powers.

PAS Belief in the undubitibility and self-evident character of
the first principles discovered by philosophers.

PAS Belief in the superiority of deductive method as a
rigorous method through which certain conclusions can
be drawn from the self-evident first principles.

PAS Consequently belief in the superiority of Greek
metaphysics, logic and physical sciences.

PAY The above factors lead to the rejection of and contempt
of religious laws and religious teachings as such.
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"When | saw this vein of folly pulsating among these idiots, |
decided to write this book in order to refute the ancient
philosophers. It will expose the incoherence of their beliefs and
the inconsistency of their metaphysical theories. It will bring to
light the flimsiest and the obscurest elements of their thought,
which will provide some amusement for, and serve as a warning
to, the intelligent men. (I mean those things which they
contributed to beliefs and opinions, and by virtue of which they

thought they could be distinguished from the common men)"
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"With eager desire you are setting out to acquire knowledge, my
friend; of yourself you are making clear how genuine is your

longing and how passionate your thirst for it. Be sure that, if in
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your quest for knowledge your aim is to gain something for
yourself and to surpass your fellows, to attract men's attention to
yourself and to amass this worldly vanities, then you are on the
way to bring your religion to nothing and destroy yourself, to sell
your eternal life for this present one; your bargain is dead loss,
your trading without profit. Your teacher abates you in your
disobedience and is partner in your loss. He is like one who sells
a sword to a highwayman . . . .
On the other hand, if in seeking knowledge your intention and
purpose between God most high and yourself is to receive
guidance and not merely to acquire information, then rejoice”
(TBG p. 86).
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PAe Sciences that are concerned with ma'ad in the essential,

immediate and direct sense, like the sciences of Quran

and Hadlith.
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The sciences that are (instrumentally) essential for
ma'ad. These sciences are not to be sought for their own
sake but only to the extent they are necessary for ma'ad
and when they are sought for their own sake they
become harmful and impermissible. Like learning Arabic
poetry for example which is instrumentally necessary for
understanding Quran.
The sciences that are essentially detrimental to ma‘ad,
which are to be refuted and banned and overcome as
such. They cannot be instrumental for ma'ad they can
only be the instrument of Satan. Imam included most of
the Greek metaphysics in that category.
The sciences that are not essentially but only
instrumentally detrimental to ma‘ad, which are not refuted
for their own sake but because of their being instrument
of sciences that are (essentially) detrimental for ma'ad.
Imam decreed Greek logic to be such a science.
The sciences that are neutral, that are neither useful nor
harmful for the purpose of ma'ad. They are to be rejected
because of the prophet's saying that "the beauty of the
Islam of a man is to shun useless things". Imam includes
overindulgence in instrumental sciences as such an

enterprise.
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First is the tendency to mix logic's capacity to produce certitude

concerning relation between two propositions with its purported
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ability to produce certitude about the content of those
propositions. While logic certainly has the capacity to show the
first it is out of its range to do the second. As Imam writes: ". . .
there is a type of mistake into which students of logic are liable
to fall. They draw up a list of the conditions to be fulfilled by
demonstration, which are known without fail to produce certainty.
When, however, they come at length to treat religious questions,
not merely are they unable to satisfy these conditions, but they
admit an extreme degree of relaxation (sc. Of their standards of
proof)" (Al p. 36). The relaxation is needed because religious
propositions are not self evident and hence can not be decisively
shown to be proven or disproved except by the help of sleight of
hand by mixing logical transition from argument to argument with
the transition from content to content; which is the domain not of
logic but of metaphysics or other relevant sciences. Thus people
obsessed by and engrossed in logic who overlooks this
difference between the content and the form are tricked in to
believe that "the infidel doctrines attributed to the philosophers
are supported by similar demonstrations, and hastens into
unbelief . . . ." (ibid.). Imam however categorically states that
'neither the conditions for the material validity of Syllogism, laid
down by them in the section of Logic devoted to Demonstration,
nor those for its formal validity-in the Book of Syllogism, nor the
postulates which they have formulated in the Isagoge and

Categories, and which form the parts and preliminaries of Logic
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are of any help to them in metaphysical science" (T p. 10).

Mathematics: Mathematics is clearly an instrumental
science. It is needed for several sciences, which are essential for
ma'ad like the science of inheritance (meeras) and for
determining the timings of prayers etc. But there are two sorts of
dangers Imam cautions against concerning mathematics and
which are applicable to other related sciences as well. It is
worthwhile to ponder on what Imam has to say as it gives us
general conceptual tool for dealing adequately with the problem
of Islam and Science as it has formulated itself for us in the
twentieth century and onward.

a) First danger is that demonstrative capacity and clarity of
mathematics leads people to believe that "all their sciences
resemble this one in clarity and demonstrative cogency" (Al p.
33). The danger, which is very relevant concerning the constant
lure of mathematics as a substitute to studying and facing the
uncertain features of contingent factual world, which has beguiled
the best minds over centuries. Against this temptation Imam puts
a rule that seems to be eternally valid for broad sweep of issues
facing any student of civilisational clash and encounters: "The
man who excels in one art does not necessarily excel in every
art. It is not necessary that the man who excels in law and
theology should excel in medicine, nor that the man who is
ignorant in intellectual speculations should be ignorant of

grammar. Rather, every art has people who have obtained
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excellence and pre-eminence in it, even though stupidity and

ignorance may characterise them in other arts” (ibid.). Imam puts
the basic difference between mathematics and related sciences
succinctly in the following lines, which remain crucial: "The
arguments in elementary matters of mathematics are
demonstrative whereas those in theology (or metaphysics) are
based on conjecture. This point is familiar to those who have
studied the matter deeply for themselves'. (Al p. 33-34). This is an
essential point to comprehend for conceptualising correctly the
relationship between Islam and Science in general. There is no
quarrel between Islam and science as far as science's claim to
ordinary demonstration is concerned. Islam however quarrels
with science when it tries to transgress its legitimate boundaries
and is deluded by its successes in these matters to aspire to the
mantle of having say on theological and metaphysical sciences
by couching its conjectures in terms of its ordinary demonstrative
procedures. The men of science then claim for themselves
authority not only in the matters that fall under their expertise but
they aspire to establish their authority on life as a whole. They
aspire to combine the authority of parish with the authority of
scientist. But this does not follow because as Imam makes it clear
excellence in one art or in one field does not lead automatically to
excellence in the other. Logically speaking scientist cannot have
any authority in the matters of theology and metaphysics qua

scientists. The people who cannot differentiate between these
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two types of authorities are induced to accept the authority of
scientists in the matter of theology and metaphysics on the basis
of their excellence in the particular sciences, consequently going
astray from the path. Imam makes this clear in the context of
mathematics: " . . . those who devote themselves eagerly to the
mathematical sciences ought to be restrained. Even if their
subject matter is not relevant to religion, yet, since they belong to
the foundations of the philosophical sciences, the student is
infected with the evil and corruption of the philosophers. Few
there are who devote themselves to this study without being
stripped of religion and having the bridle of godly fear removed
from their heads" (Al. p. 34 cf. T pp. 6-7).

b) The second draw back of mathematics and sciences in
general relates to a quite opposite group. It consists of people
who think, "that religion must be defended by rejecting every
science connected with the philosophers, and so rejects all their
sciences and accuses them of ignorance therein” (ibid.). This is a
disservice to Islam as it creates impression that Islam is based on
the denial of facts which it is not. As Imam puts it: "A grievous
crime indeed against religion has been committed by the man
who imagines that Islam is defended by the denial of the
mathematical sciences, seeing that there is nothing in revealed
truth opposed to these sciences by way of either negation or
affirmation, and nothing in these sciences opposed to the truths

of religion" (Al pp. 34-35).
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Natural Sciences: On most general terms Imam makes it

clear that Natural sciences "are similar to the investigation by
medicine of the human body with its principal and subordinate
organs, and of the causes of the changes of temperament. Just
as it is not a condition of religion to reject medical science, so
likewise the rejection of natural science is not one of its
conditions . . ." (Al. p. 36). However Imam strongly rejects
naturalism supposed by much of Greek natural scientists and
shows that naturalism does not follow from natural sciences
themselves but is a metaphysical presupposition of those
sciences. Imam makes it clear that this is to be overcome by clear
'recognition that nature is in subjection to God most high, not
acting of itself but serving as an instrument in the hands of its
Creator. Sun and moon, stars and elements, are in subjection to
His command. There is none of them whose activity is produced
by or proceeds from its own essence" (Al p. 37). In sum there is
need to recognise the metaphysical context of any scientific
system and not to treat them as value neutral but also realising at
the same time that ordinary facts can be detached from their
particular moorings in any scientific system. Thus Islam certainly
recognises and rejects a specific metaphysical underpinning of
Greek natural sciences, it does not however treat this as a
requirement to deny empirical facts.

Politics and Ethics: Politics and Ethics has not been the

main concern of Imam so he does not investigate these sciences
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in detail but we will briefly consider his points. About politics he

says that philosophers borrow their discussions largely from
"Divine scriptures revealed through the prophets and from the
maxims handed down from the saints of old" (Al p. 38). He makes
similar comments concerning Ethics but he adds an important
qualification that applies to his comments on the political science
as well: "The philosophers have taken over this teaching and
mingled it with their own disquisitions, furtively using the
embellishment to sell their rubbishy wares more readily” (ibid.).
Since Imam does not deal with these sciences in detail we can
leave this here.

Metaphysics: Metaphysics is Imam's main contention
ground with Greek philosophers and their followers. To begin
with, Imam divides metaphysical propositions of Greek
philosophers into three broad categories: a) "In the first place, the
dispute is centered upon a mere word" (T p. 5). Imam gives
example of the use of word 'substance' for God and goes on to
say that if the "meaning of self subsistence is agreed upon, the
applicability of the word 'substance’ in this sense will have to be
considered from the etymological point of view. If from that point
of view, the application of the word is justified, it will still be
debatable whether the Sacred Law approves of its use” (ibid.).
Imam makes it clear that for determining whether the dispute
under consideration is verbal or not, we need not only to

determine the common use of words but also the common
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meaning of those words, since the commonality of words does
not necessarily imply the commonality of meaning. b) "In the
second place, there are those things in which the philosophers
believe, and which do not come into conflict with any religious
principles” (T p. 6); c) "In the third place there are philosophical
theories that come into violent conflict with the fundamental
principles of religion, e.qg., the religious doctrines of the world's
beginning in time: of the attributes of the Creator; and of the
resurrection of the bodies. All these have been denied by the
philosophers” (T p. 8). They also "say that God knows universal
but not particulars" which is Imam says a "plain unbelief" (Al p.
37). In Tahafa Imam has specifically dealt with these third kind of
propositions and has shown the incoherence of the system of
which is constituted by them.
6. Modes of Critique:
We can discern in Imam's four distinct but independent modes of
critique viz:
a) Internal

b) External

c) Minimalist
d) Essentialist
a) In Internal critique one is inside paradigm, his appeal to

people consists in the fact that he shares with them the cultural
horizon, but his pathos of distance makes it possible for him to

see where things have gone wrong. Seen from this perspective
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Imam'’s critique is clearly not an internal critique. He develops his
critique of Greek Philosophy from a perspective where his
complete loyalty lies with Islam and he has unswayed faith in the
supremacy of Islamic epistemology. As he makes it clear his
basic aim is to discredit Greek Philosophy and to foil the myth of
its epistemological superiority (T p. 8). Notwithstanding this clear
realisation, however, Imam also realises at the outset the need
for a sort of Internalisation to make any critique effective. Imam
makes it clear that one needs complete acquaintance with what
one is aiming to critique and evaluate. As Imam puts it:

“I (am) convinced that a man cannot grasp what is defective in
any of the sciences unless he has so complete a grasp of the
science in question that he equals its most learned exponents in
the appreciation of its fundamental principles, and even goes
beyond and surpasses them, probing into some of the tangles
and profundity which the very professors of the science have
neglected. Then and only then it is possible that what he has to
assert about its defects is true" (Al p. 29).

It is Imam's considered view "that to refute a system before
understanding it and becoming acquainted with its depths is to
act blindly" (ibid.). In this sense Imam differentiates his enterprise
from ordinary llm al Kalam, because the work of esteemed
mutakallimun was not directed at the refutation of philosophers
but was mainly aimed at innovators within Islam. Thus their

superficial knowledge of Greek philosophy: "In their writings none
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of the mutakallimun engaged in the polemic against the
philosophers, apart from obscure and scattered utterances so
plainly erroneous and inconsistent that no person of ordinary
intelligence would likely to be deceived far less one versed in the
sciences” (ibid.).

Thus even where the mutakallimun discuss certain philosophical
problems and issues, they are discussing them from an
altogether different perspective. Theirs was exclusively an
externalist perspective vis-a-vis Greek sciences as compared to a
relatively imminentalist approach of Imam Ghazali. Similarly the
mutakallimun were not addressing the followers of Greek
philosophers but were targeting at those who held unorthodox
views within Islam and were using certain conceptions and
techniques borrowed from Greek philosophy, so that even when
they talk about matters related to Greek philosophical sciences
they do it in instrumentalist and externalist manner:

". .. When ilm al kalam appeared as a recognised discipline and
much effort had been expended in it over a considerable period
of time, the mutakallimun, becoming very earnest in their
endeavours to defend orthodoxy by the study of substances and
accidents with their nature and properties. But, since that was not
the aim of their science, they did not deal with the question
thoroughly in their thinking and consequently did not arrive at
results sufficient to dispel universally the darkness of confusion

due to the different views of men" (ibid. pp. 28-29).
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As mentioned above the arguments developed by mutakallimun
are aimed at those who have a basic belief in the fundamental
tenets of Islam but may differ in the interpretation of one or the
other principles. Thus the argument from reality (for example) has
very different meaning for them as against, for someone who
does not believe in Islam. The situation is comparable (in our
times) to the endeavour of those who muster the scientific facts
to prove Islamic tenets. What is seldom realised is that such
arguments though may be convincing to already convinced are
useless for men of science. For men of science entirely different
kind of argument is needed. Imam does not deny the efficacy of
argument from Kalam for everybody, "for the healing drug varies
with the disease" (Al p. 29). But the level of internalisation
required to evaluate and critique another system is not to be
found in a science like Kalam whose purpose has been to
"support traditional orthodoxy with the weapon of systematic
argument by laying bare the confused doctrines invented by
innovators at variance with the traditional orthodoxy" (Al p. 28).
These method in most parts consisted in "making explicit the
contradictions of their opponents and criticising them in respect of
the logical consequences of what they admitted" (Al p. 28). Such
a procedure was advisable vis-a-vis opponents who did not deny
the authority of Allah and prophet. But against the opponent "who
(purport to) admit nothing at all save logically necessary truth”,

this sort of critique cannot be effective. For such an opponent one
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needs to internalise the techniques of the opponent at the highest
possible level (without of course internalising their ethos) and try
to show the incoherence of the system from within, so that it may
implode from within.

Internal coherence of a system can be differentiated into two
types: Logical coherence and System coherence. Logical
coherence consists of (formal) internal coherence of a system.
Critique of this sort (i.e. aimed at testing the formal coherence of
a system) can be termed as minimalist critique and shall be dealt
with separately below. System coherence (or Tahafa) on the
other hand consists in the internal coherence of system as whole
(both formal and substantive). When Imam aims at showing the
internal incoherence of philosophers he is not only aiming at
showing internal inconsistency of philosophical doctrines and
philosophical propositions but inherent internal contradiction of an
epistemology which is based on the proclamation of the self
sufficient character of reason. Imam shows the internal
coherence of any epistemology based on the doctrine of the
self-sufficiency of reason. Therefore it is essential not to view
Imam’s particular objections and refutations in isolation but to
view them as a single whole. This is the reason why Imam is so
particular about developing a critique that is internal critique
without shunning its externalist character. The point is this, like
the critique developed by mutakellimun it is an external critique in

the sense that it never shuns its basic belief in the superiority of
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the epistemology it espouses, but unlike the critique of
mutakellimun it internalises the point of view it criticises because
the nature of opposing doctrine (belief in the self sufficiency of
reason) is such that it can only be imploded from within, i.e. it can
only be shown to be lacking in coherence by showing from within
its non self sufficient character.

Imam shows this sort of systemic incoherence at different levels.
It is a well integrated strategy but involves several steps, or
several subterranean arguments. Firstly Imam aims at showing
simply that the position espoused by philosophers which, they
normally claim to be self evident, is not self evident. Second step
is to suggest alternatives to their position (mostly in speculative
manner) which can be as self evident as philosophers' position
and thus rubbing off their feet their most powerful claim that their
position is based on rationally self evident propositions. As Imam
puts it challenging philosopher's claim that the belief in the
creation of world involves contradiction:

"How do you know the impossibility of ascribing the origin of
something to an eternal will? Is it the self evident rational
necessity, or theoretical knowledge, which is the ground of your
judgement? Or, to use the terms employed by you in Logic, are
the two terms in your judgement joined by means of a middle
term, or without a middle term? If you claim that they are joined
by means of a middle term-i.e; if your method is deductive, you

must state what that term is. But if you claim that this impossibility
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is known as a self evident fact, why do not your opponents share

this knowledge with you? People who believe in the temporal
origin of the world are confined neither to a number nor within a
city. And no one would suspect that, out of spite for reason, they
believe in something, which they know to be untrue. It is,
therefore, necessary for you to prove, in accordance with the
rules of Logic, that it is impossible to ascribe the origin of the
world to the eternal will" (T p. 18).

Similarly for Imam, for example, it is an argument for the non
evidential character of the philosophical beliefs and doctrines and
also an argument for the incoherence of philosophers that while
they agree in their demonstrations of mathematics and logic they
are at variance with each other when it comes to their
metaphysical and theological doctrines, because if reason was a
self sufficient guide to the truth there would have been no such
differences among its practitioners. As Imam puts it:

". .. there is nothing fixed and constant in the philosopher's
position. They base their judgements on conjecture and
speculation, unaided by positive inquiry and unconfirmed by faith.
They try to infer the truth of their metaphysical theories from the
clarity of the arithmetical and logical sciences. And this method
sometimes carries conviction with the weak minded people. But if
their metaphysical theories had been as cogent and definite as
their arithmetical knowledge is, they would not have differed

among themselves on metaphysical question as they do not differ
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on arithmetical matters” (T. p. 4).

If your metaphysical beliefs are rationally self evidential type, then
why, Imam asks, you differ among yourselves on such crucial
matters? This shows that philosophers cannot rely on the self
evidentiality of rational necessity to support their argument. It also
proves that the argument between philosophers and their
opponents does not pertain to some problems that can be
eventually resolved through factual or historical references.
Similarly it also shows that the controversy does not and cannot
boil down to logical contradiction. And the burden of proof is on
philosophers not on us because they have claimed rational
necessity and self evidentiality for their core metaphysical beliefs
and not us. We are only committed to logical and factual
procedures and do not concede to the existence of, as
philosophers do, non logical rational necessity and self
evidentiality.

The core of Imam's argument is to deny and prove absurd the
notion of non logical rational necessity and self evidentiality. This
should be considered as the core of the whole Ghazalian
enterprise. The propositions bearing metaphysical doctrines are
synthetic judgement and are not analytic judgement; they require
'middle term'. Now this 'middle term' must be established through
means, which provide 'extra’ information that is not already
contained in the primary term. For the efficacy of deductive

method it is necessary that initial premises are self evident. Now
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Imam proves that this cannot be the case concerning
metaphysical beliefs, as we have seen above. If the initial
premise is not self evident, conclusion cannot follow from it by the
way of necessity. Secondly if necessity is to be proved the middle
term must be there to join the premises and conclusions and that
middle term cannot be contained in the premises as metaphysical
proposition are synthetic propositions and not analytic
propositions. Now if the middle term cannot follow through
analysis there must be some other means, which give us access
to the middle terms. Greek philosophers thought that the reason
had power to intuit and through this power reason could add to
our knowledge and this intuition was supposed to provide self
evident propositions. This is the basis of their belief in the non
logical rational necessity and self evidentiality, which is the main
target of Imam's attack.
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He interprets the Quranic reference to the future Akhira

as reference to a future state on earth. Common Muslim concept
about life after death is for him another facet of the false, other
worldliness of the corrupt traditionalists. He does not deny the
reality of life after death, but the idea receives little attention in his
writings. His proclamation is centered on the insistence that the
right government can implement God's program in the immediate

future.
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(1) Respect man as man. (2)Humanity as one.(3) Human

Freedom. (4)Co-operation. 5)Justice. (6) Restoring disturbed

proportions. (7)Consultation. (8) As islamic State is a common
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trust for the community, ummat, as a whole; and the justification
for its existence is the doing of good for mankind at large.
(9)Affairs of state are entrusted to capable hands.
(10) Determination of nations on the basis of ideology is a
Qur'anic permanent value.
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"Modern Capitalism in its beginnings required a certain
type of personality. This personality type, in turn, was
psychologically construed as a result of belief in a set of ideas
that unwittingly resulted in the development of those specific
personality traits useful in capitalist conduct.

Certain religious afttitudes of Protestant denominations,
are selected and without them Capitalism would not have
developed in the Protestant West.

"Calvinism, Pietism, Methodism and other Protestant
denominations believe, in varying degrees, in the dogma that "the
World exists for the glorification of God by fulfilling His
commandments to the best of one's abilitys.

e USRS L PIAL S PSS S £
25 EPL 5555 S St Syt S L gt ST 5L B
s

Luther strongly emphasized that the fulfillment of worldly
duties is under all circumstances the only way to live acceptably
to God. It and it alone is the will of God, and hence every
legitimate calling has exactly the same worth in the sight of God.

[Max Webber, The Protestant ethic and the Sprit of Capitalism
Trast Takot parson Charles sons New York 1956.]
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The Ghazalian position is at loggerheads with these
apologetic attitudes. It does not see the West as a morally,
epistemologically or ontologically superior civilization. There can

be no 'scientific' proof of the superiority of Western thought. The
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Ghazalian approach does not see any of the streams of Western
civilization as the continuation of the spirit of Islam. i
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However this is too simplistic a genealogy of the
emergence of constitutional democracy and | think cannot be
sustained by historical data (see for example Moore, Jr., 1966).

Rawls, in accord with the "standard narratives of the rise of the
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liberal state presents the state as peacemaker, arising out of the
"Wars of Religion" to keep peace among violent religious
factions". However as William T. Cavanaugh shows in his brilliant
contribution "these wars were necessitated by the modern state's
need to domesticate the Church and thereby achieve unrivalled
sovereignty over its subjects." (see Cavanaugh: 1995).

Thirdly and most important Rawls' account fails on the
most obvious factual grounds. He presupposes that liberal
democratic order eliminates wars and oppression. Rawls' account
must ignore wars and unprecedented persecution and mass
murders and totalising oppression that is part and parcel of liberal
democratic societies specially American society which form the
background of Rawls' account. It is amazing that Rawls does not
say a word on continuous American oppression at home and
abroad. It is worthwhile to add that this oppression can not be
explained away simply by pointing to the 'shortcomings' of
America as inevitable distance between reality and ideals (for
example see Dreben, 2003: 328 and Rorty: 1998). It is mass
murders and genocide which has made American constitutional
democracy possible. If Rawls' presumption about constitutional
democracies is contrary to facts then it would be a fatal blow to
his arguments.

Michael Mann has argued that there is a necessary
relationship between liberal democracy and genocide (1999).

Liberal democracies commit ideologically legitimatised genocide
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(Vietnam, Palestine, Afghanistan, and Iraq) argues Mann. The
greater the commitment to homogenise comprehensive doctrines
through the acceptance of liberal norms as universal norm and
the consequent (equal) trivialisation of comprehensive doctrines,
the greater the temptation to murder those who refuse to accept
these norms. This "other" has to be coerced or induced to
assimilate i.e. to submit to the sovereignty of liberal order.
Submission to liberalism is a necessary condition for survival in
constitutional democratic order. Liberalism does not advocate
peaceful coexistence. Races such as the Red Indian and states
such as Afghanistan, which do not submit to the sovereignty of
liberalism, have to be exterminated. The edifice of liberal America
was built on the corpses of the Red Indians and the preservation
of global liberal order requires the mass slaughter of the Afghans
and lIragis. Mann is conscious of liberalism's compulsive
commitment to exterminate "outsiders" when he discusses the
behaviour of settler communities in eighteenth century North
America - "the greater the democracy among the perpetuators
the greater the genocide (1999: 26). The (liberal) rule of "we the
people" thus necessarily requires the elimination of the other.
That is why "ethnic cleansing, murder, deporting, genocide was
central to the liberal modernity of the New World "(Mann 1999:
27). Several authors have also demonstrated the oppressive and
totalising nature of American society (see Gray, 1999: 99-132). It

is just not possible that Rawls can carry on with his
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argumentation without explicitly dealing with these facts.

Liberals pretend that they are tolerant but in fact there is
extreme intolerance working at the core of the liberal doctrine.
Rawls' commentator and colleague Dreben puts it clearly and
incisively:

What Rawls is saying is that there is in a constitutional
liberal democracy a tradition of thought which it is our job to
explore and see whether it can be made coherent and consistent.
. . We are not arguing for such a society. We take for granted
that today only a fool would not want to live in such a society . . .
If one cannot see the benefits of living in a liberal constitutional
democracy, if one does not see the virtue of that ideal, then | do
not know how to convince him. To be perfectly blunt, sometimes |
am asked, when | go around speaking for Rawls, What do you
say to an Adolf Hitler? The answer is [nothing.] You shoot him.
You do not try to reason with him. Reason has no bearing on this
question. So | do not want to discuss it (Dreben, 2003: 328-329,
emphasis in the original).
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